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BODY, SON & FLEURY PLYMOUTH,
EXETER and BATH
COPY LETTER
4'.'»\/1 <—/31'}1§~"‘.
Dictated on
‘he hewd, ., Corbett 24%h ipril 1980
The hectory
Ringnora 2nd Hay 1980
Kdngstridye
Levon,
ear .Ar,

Inspection of Churches Measure

In accordance with your instructiocns we have carried out owr 1ifth inspection
of this church, (the previous inspestion huving been cur:ied out in .ugust
1975, Cur report is as follows,

1. Ceaecal

The inspection of the churoh has Deen made visually, snd such as ocould
be aue from ground level, ladders and any readily sccessible roofs ete,
Unly selected arcas have beon exanined in detall, ‘oodwork and other
perts of the structure which are insccessible, eanclosed or covered

have not been opened up unless specifica.ly mentioned and we cannot
report that such areas are free from defect,

2, bistery )
/
3. Leseriotiom of the _lurch )
he LE@vious report
s) Lepaire completed

Provision of tell tales to the srch of the South window of the
sanctuary refer:ed to in Sa,

L8 previously reported,

‘tention to the slipped Blate on the outh side of the chancel
roferred %o in 4 of prewio s report,

Refixing of slipoed roinvater pipo va the North side of the
chancel referred to in ¢ of previo s report,

Clearing of the moat steps and rainuetar gulllies and comcreting
the moat referred to in ¢ of previous repart,

“sdnting the metal bellfrase roferred to in S¢ of previcus report,
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b)
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a)

b)
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Testing the electric@ORGtbETHR: refarred to in %k of
previous report,

Painting the Priest's door referred to in Ja,
R u n
Painting the porch gates.

The moat has not been concreted but this no longer appears Lo be
{1 wmediately necessary.

Condition of the fabric ti £
‘ E or of priority
Structural Condition (at end of each subw=peragruph,

The glass tell teles fixed over t he South sanctuary window after
the previous inspection are ptill intsact and there does not ap ear
tobowm-utinthoﬁrwtw.atthh point, There i3 a
mach wider a nd deeper fracture over he South chancel widdow
yhich was not recorded previously, Ihis has probably been
spparcat, however, for sany years and probably dates froa the
reconstruction of the roof. The crack has been stopped in at
some time and hes opened up agein, It is difficult to tell if
there is any current moveaeat,

There is dso a slight frachure in the North-east corner of the
wwdmwwwobmduowtummo.

R ded K
First nioritx

fix glass tell tale over the fracture above the South chancel
window, Please seck further advice from us if the glass should
crack,

Second and Third Priorities

None,

sxternal Valls

Th e Last wall is in excellent condition,

There are brasbles and ivy behind headstones in the South-eust
corner of the South wall and some ivy in the West corner by the

tover, The pointing of the plinth on the South chancel wall is
rather poor,

it the bese of the lest wall, a litile ivy 1s faking root behind
the oil tank,

The lorth well is generally in excellent conditiom, but ivy is
still alive at the top of the lorth-east bultrees,

ﬂgousgg liepairs
First Priority
lione, G.O.F.7.
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1, hemove Wrasbles and ivy and poison the ro.ts,

2, Repoint plinth of South chancel wall,
Third Priority

lione,

¢) Internal Wells.

The stone=faced walls in the chancel are in good condition apart
from the fracture over the South window as noted above, IHendered
walls 4n the rea.dnder of the church are also in go.d condition
except for a damp area on the Jorth wall where a rainwater pipe
overflowed recently and a ssall area oa tho larth vestry wall

where the plaster is ofi-key.
R 3 r
st it
lione,
Second Briority
Hepadr two small arcas of damsged plaster,
Third Priority
lione,

d) hoofs (external)

The slated roofs are in very good condaition,
ware noted,

.aly two loose slates

ihe leadwork all appesred to be in good condition, but the concealed

velley bohind the tower is chokisd with weeds,
i ecomnended r £l
First it

\}._ Clo‘!n out v_;llq\boh{nd tower,

_—

diori

l. leplace two loose slates,

Ihdrd Priority

hone,

/Contd, ..
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e) Hoofs andocsilings (internal)

£)

Severe death watoh beetle has attakked the lower section of roof
timbers in the past, 7This was tregted some fifteen years ggo and
does not appear %to have seriopsly weakened the timber, There'dd no
evidence of current attack but the treatment will now be losing its
effect and there will always be a slight risk of further a ttack,

The tongue and goove boarded ceiling panels are beginning to work

loose in places snd it is possible that one or two might gall out
in tiwe,

Hecommended repairs
First and second Priorities
None,

ihird Priority.

1, Tongue and groove boarded celling panels may need refixing at
n some time in the future,

Hainwater disposal

The rainwater gutters on the South side mre in good order, The
gutter over the North side of the chancel has two leaking joints
and the gutier to the Lady Chapel i3 uneven and is beginning $o
rust, The gutter on bhe West s'de of the transept haz = broken

end which has been patched up, The lead valley guiter ardbangeatnt
to the East side of the ransept is not entirely satis factory as it
collects much debris,

The ralnwater pipe on the liorth-west corner of the transpet has
been blocked recently but i3 now cleared, Being a small diameter
pipe, this should be checked regularly,

There is one gully on the South side of the chancel which appears
%o be completely choked inside, Uther rainwater pipes ure connected
directly into drains or discharge over the moat, Ve were unable to
inspect underground drainage or socakaway arrangements,

Lecommended repadrs
Firast Priority
None,

Second Priority

1, Hepalr leaking joints in North chancel gutter,
2, HRedecorate rainuater system generally,

/eontd...
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1. T=urove valley gutter on smst nide of transept,

i Heplace gutter on llorth side of ady Chavel.

§) 1o

‘he external stonevork is la very good eoncition. Ihe iron gnomon
of the sundial 1s rusting,

Inslde the tower, the stairs %o the ringing room ure very steep
and difficult to negotiate, There in a fructure between the otadr
turret and the oouth church wall which hes becn stopped #n at some
tive ¢>ternslly wnc the.e doeo not apyuar to be any owreal move=
meat., 1he decorstion of the dor to the church &s rather po 7,

in the ringlng room, thee 13 & fairly new floor to the bell=chasber
aboveshich is in good condition, There 18 ome groen alga® staining
on the v est and North walls, indicating sone daroness snd condens«<bion
in the roca, The siale flo r 13 looss and uneven, The wiodows on
the .ast and south sides have rusting ssdcle bars wnd Lhe leaded
glaging is becoming slightly buckled, The tizber vindow dosrds are
rotting from dewp ponstration, The lowvred widdow bonublie oot side
has been boarded up on the inside, he boarcing 1s in fair condition
but thie window opening could be irproved Uy glazing internally.

'n the bell hacber, the e are traces of damp penetration in the lower

pert of the spire und the top of the walls, The floor is in good

condition bHut therc i2 a certain szount of vird and bat dropings,

ne or tvo of the fixings to the ladier from the ringing ro.a epp@r
. rkbale vorking loose and the trapdoor 1s rather otiff, The wire

puuré over the ust louvre 15 YWwroken, allowing birds and bats into

the tower, 'ne or two of the louvre slites huve fallen out,

There are a fev amall holes in the apire which are sllowing dasp
penetration and some ol the harder cement ,ortsr is now flaxing

way from the st nework and falling into the gu.ter, lead fleshings

Lo the parapet guiler «re odrift in several places, 'he lead gutier itself
1a laid directly on top of the stone walls and is sag ing slightly

ia pluces, a llowing weter to pond, 7Thia .ater 15 ppobably sevping

1nto the wells through the joints in the leadwark, the lesd itself

is still in good condition, "hare wre oas or two veeds in the parapet
stones, 1he coor in the spire 1a of f 1ts hingeo aad the door and

its frume are in need of preservative ir.staeat,

efiy lead flushings to psrupct gutter on the roof,

_econd priority
1, 'ezove rust and decorate gnomon of sundial with bitumcstic paint,

[/eontd,ee
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<e irovide a handrail to the stairs from the church to the
ringing roocm,

3. @ ecorate docr %O church,

Le lemove green algae gtaining in ringing room with solution of
comestic bleach or proprietary chemical.

e soet slate floor in cement norter.

6, hesove tizber window Loards wnd provide new cills, preferably
in slste bedded in cement moriar.

7. Fepair wire guarc %o sast bellchanber louvre,
§, Clear bellchasber oi droppings.

9, Uheck fixings of laduer snd ease trapoo T.
10, Stop in holes ia spire.

11. Provide ne. hinges to door Lo roof and treat door and {rame
with creosote,

ihird Priority

1. Glage west window of ringing rooa, preferably with louvres to
provide ventilation,

2. 1AL£4 leas guttering on tower rool and form smooth bed {or
ralaying lead with cement wortar,

h) .oors & \indows 1 veatilation)

‘he windows and glazing are generally in very good conditicn, "he
w5t window on the North side is covered with wire which has not
been designed to fit the window exactly and the top section hus
slip od, Some arosion of the mullion in the liorth transept window

is taking pluce,

There are no opening lights in the windows, but Lhe church seeas
genarally iresh and dry, 1ihere are roof veantilators with traps
in the ceiling, These are stiif to operate and the cords are
:-r..u'.w.

11 duoors are generally in good condition, dut the decoration of

the rriest's door and the outer porch door is in need of attention,
‘he couth door to the church is binding,

.ﬁo&umg Im!
Hirst Uriority
#wone,

J/contd,.e
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1, lepluce cords und case roof veatilators,
2. .ececor te Priest's dour snd vuter porch door,
3. -ase South ¢ or,
l, rTovide sore satislactory guard to the Weet window in the lorth wall,
Ze Larry out refacing of stonework in the sullion of the sarth
transopt window,
1) Flocrs
Theze call for no wdverse cou:ent,

J) Fixtures . fitiings (fived lurniture, organ, bells ete,)

These ure generally in good condition, The Comwmnion rail fixing
is rather weak,

The tiwree bells hung for chiming «re all in guod condition, lhe
steel iranework is well palnted, but this will newd more refulor
attention on the North side where i$ 1s exposed to the louvre

opening.
flecomiended repairs
First anc i
lone,

abdrd Pricrity
Refiy Communion rail securely.
1) Xurnishings (loose)
‘e heve no adverse coaueants,
k) Monurenta
These call for no adverse comaent,

m) bSlectrl Insta llati

The wiring is fuirly old but has been tested recently by SWzZB, The
socket outlet by the South door 1s dasaged and may be unsafe, [ighting
is generally in good order,
There 18 no lightaing coaductor,
Lecomnended repairs
Edret Priority

G.OF7.

l.eplace socket outlet by South door,
/con“ooo
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iin more Church Inspection conti EEETER4RATH o, 7
COPY LETTER

Sggd i'riorit!
Hone,

Third Priority
General lighting could be improved,

n) lieat Installat
{he Coluan oil heaters appear to be in good condision, The oil
supply pipe iz leaxing where it enters the church, There is an
ovechead gas rudiant hester in the chancel supplied by a Propane
cylincer,

hecon ended repsirs

Firsy ‘riority

None.

Second rriority

lepair leak in oil line,

ihdrc Priority.
lione,

o o) Fire :recautions and -ecurity

Two sultable fire extinguishers are provided.

Church cooss are generally seoure, There iz a wall safe in the vestry
wich 48 pow rather old and say not be entirely proof sguinst modern
methocs of attack,

heco zended Lepairs

lone,

p) Churchyard and boundaries

The churchyasd is genwrally kept very neat and tidy. Gravel and
concrete paths on the 5o th side ere in good condition, but paths
on the lorth side of the church are beconing weud=grown,

Hedge banks wre partly overgrown but are in reasonable order,
Letaining walls to the churchysrd are ivy-covered but, if anything,
the ivy is helping to hold the stones together. Thero is a small
section of Lhe retaining well to the road, close to the car park
eign, which wp o.rs %o be in dunger of collapme,

The wooden gutos on the liorth and South side of the church are
decaying, but with treatment will last for some years yet, Ironwokk
over the South gate would benefit from cecoration within the
quinquennd us,

/eontd, .,
G.OF7.
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BODY, SON & FLEURY EXETER and BATH

Ringmore Clawreh lnspection COPY LETTER Continuation sheot no, ©

Lecozaanded bepulrs
First rrior ty
lone,

second rriority

irsat woocen pates wvith linseed oil and turpentine and clean and
decorate hinges awnc other metal fittings,

ihdeg sriority

Check anc rebullc sectlon of retalning wall es necessary,

6 ¢ y i s i cos

Generally speaking, this church is in excellent order and is a credit
to thise who look after it,

We give Lelow & summary of the repairs recommended in Feragruph 5

above anc owr estimate of the coste imvolved, It is not possible

to give & detalled estlvate without preparing a specification and

obtaining tenders, 7The figures given are Br your guidance only,

i I 8

Firet criority (i,e, those requiring imsediate attention),

l. Fix glass tell tald over the fracture above the 3outh chancel
window, [leass seeck further advice froa us if the glass should
crack,

2, GClean out va.ley behind tower,

3. heti: lewad {lusbin e to parepet gutter on the roof,

Le lopluce sucket outlet by South door,

Approxdnate cost: 290,

Second criority (i.e. those wiich should be cowileted within the quinguennium),

ls . cuwove Lrambies and ivy and poison the roots,

Ze Hepolat plinth of Lsouth chancel wall,

3. lepair two amsll creas of dazaged plaster,

4e Heuicce Lwo luovse sliates,

s llemove rust und decorste gnomon of sundial with bdtumsstic paint,

6. /rovide a handrail to the stairs from the church to the rining rooa,

7. lLedecorate door to church, (froa tower).

8. Hesove green algee staining in ringing room with solution of
domestic blesch ar proprietary chemical, G.OF7.
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J¢ heoet slate floor of ringing rooam in cement mortar,

10, ' enove tiaber window boards and provide new cills, preferably in
slate bedded in ceuent wmorter,

11, Hepair wire guarc to Esast bellichamber louvre,

12, Clear beilchamber of droppings,

13, Check fixinge of lad er and ease trupdoor,

l4e ©Stop in holes 1o spire,

15, ‘rovide new hinges to door to roof and treat door and frame with
creosote,

16, eplace cords ancé euse roof veatiliators,

17. ' edecorato Pricat's door and outer porch dour,

18, tase -outh door,

19, FEepair louk in oil line,

20, ireoet wooden gutes with linseed oll and turpentine aand clean and
dwcorate hingea und other metal [ittings,

2le 1 epuir lesking joints in North chancel gutter,

2R, lidocorate sralnwaler system generally,

Approximate costs 150

"

lority(i,v. repuire and isprovements wvhioh say be necded at a
date and decipable isprovements which may be carried out as funds

p‘fﬂit'.

1, longue snd gro.ve boarded ceilin, panels may need refixing at some
tire in the future,

2 Iaprove valley gutter on sost side of transept,

3. leplace gutter on llorth side of Lady Chapel,

he Ulaze ' est window of ringing room, prefwably with louvres ®
provide ventlilation,

e Lift leac guttering on Tower roof and form smooth bed for relaying
louwd vith cement mortar,

6. Provide more sulisfactory guard to the West window in the North wall,

7. Lar y out relacing of stonework in the mullion of the korth transept
window,

Ge lafix Communion rail securely,

9« GUeneral lighting could be improved,

G.OF7.
/contd, ..
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7e

Fe

10,

10, Check and rebulld section of retaining wall as neceasary.
lio cost iz Jiven as this will cepend on when the work is done,

we have 2130 g2 uned that =a ny of the minor items listed can be
carried ot volunturily without charge.

;ﬂ‘me.

All elecirical instailations should be tested at least ever; five years
and & ot.i0srd MeleUss.lol, report suppiied, say reconvended repeirs
should be put in hend preoaptly,

All ceatrel Leating unite should be swrvicéd annually,

It 15 asiused that yoor or.an receives regulsr tuning and sttention %o
defects Ly &« repulsble organ tuner,

Fire extinguishe:s should be inspected and/or sarviced under contract
by the nanulacturer,

worg

This r port coes not contaln a det:lled specification for repuir work,
Apert fro. minor ropeirs, we strongly recommend that a detulled
specification should be prepared and suitably qualified bullders
favitoed to ten ear, 'o should be happy to give you any further help
Jou may reulre,

urants
Verious yronts wo avellable for the repair of historie churches.

We should be hapuy to give you furiher advice on this subject, if
you wish,

LPPIova.s

sefore wny repelr or improvement work is put in hahd, it nust recelve
Dioceran senciicn, lLepending on the neture and urgency of the repuirs,
tids will ve either in the form of zn Archdeacon's certificate or a
Faculty, leforo put ing any sork in hand tharefore you should consult
your srchceacon a8 to the most ap ropriate course of action and infora
the Liocesan hegistrar,

Mnnce

Ve draw rour attention to the need for regular review of the various
insurznce covers relsting to the church sad its fuwnishinge ete, Xlowr
insurance cover may already be index linked, but if not, the cover
provided should be checked annua. ly in the proseat state of rupid
iafletion,

Circulation

An aduitionel copy of the report is enclosed for your records, Coples
are also enclosec for you to forward to the Archdeacon, Hural Dean and
the Lecretary of the Diocesan Advisory Committee,

G.OF7.
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